“With the rear seats folded down, my bi-
cycle fits easily (front wheel removed). This
is an improvement over my personal 2000
Audi A4—my bike is a tight fit in it. For a car
that appears small, it is remarkably roomy
inside. At 6-foot-2, | am very comfortable.”

Matthew Miles
CYCLE WORLD MANAGING EDITOR

Delivered price $32,590

Total miles/miles since last report 21,073/10,290
Maintenance coststodate $0
Repair coststodate $0
Average mpgtodate 25.1

2006 CHRYSLER SRT8

PLEASURE AND PAIN GO HAND-IN-HAND
with our SRT8. The power is intoxicating
and brings a smile to every one who drives
the car—but entering a driveway, hitting
a dip in the road, or parking too close to a
curb makes us all cringe because the nose
of the car is just so low. Chrysler has ad-
dressed the problem and introduced a front
clip for the SRT8 that includes the lower
splitter as a single molded piece. Previous-
ly it was separate and clipped on. The new
piece looks better and sits a bit higher. This
should help keep it in place, even though
it can still scrape when an inconsiderate
driver forgets to be extra-cautious.

Even with the damaged front clip, it’s been
difficult to keep editors from racking up
the miles. The SRT8’s looks haven’t grown
old—most of us find the chiseled brick still
lures nods of approval from those we pass.

Chrysler SRT8: 32,189 miles.
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“A fast car with ample power—lots of bulk,
stiff ride quality, okay handling consider-
ing size and weight, okay accommodations,
but not great. Would be a tough choice for
me—love the performance; not crazy about
the ergonomics.”

Thos L. Bryant
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

“I appreciate the ergonomics. Having driv-
en both legs of an 850-mile round trip to
Phoenix, | never felt cramped or restless in
the least. Stuffing three more adults into the

cabin smoothed out the ride considerably, all
but eliminating the harshness that the SRTS
exhibits over concrete-slab expansion joints
and pavement patches when driven solo.
Although there are a few things | don't like
about this car, it's an impressive, entertaining
piece of machinery. It goes like stink, sounds
great at WOT and handles decently.”

Paul Dean

CYCLE WORLD EDITORIAL DIRECTOR

Deliveredprice $46,050
Total miles/miles since last report 32,189/6828
Maintenance coststodate $1304
Repair coststodate $0
Averagempgtodate 17

2005 CADILLACCTS-V

WE’VE JUST HIT THE MAGIC 50,000-MILE
mark in our CTS-V, and the car really is
starting to make us wonder about its long-
term durability. The power is great, the en-
gine is reliable and nothing mechanically
important has broken. No one has been
stranded by the CTS-V, but we are wary
of the strange noises coming from the rear
end. Our mechanic has inspected it twice
and assured us everything is mechanically
correct—just worn. Clearly the car is well
beyond being broken-in. If one can ignore
the doubt-inducing noises, the CTS-V is
still a blast to drive and looks good.

.. Cadillac
90,000 m

: - : :

“l must say the CTS-V still packs a punch
at 50,000 miles. But what in the heck is go-
ing on with the suspension and drivetrain? It
has squeaks and groans worse than my 1950
pickup. | doubt if a comparable BMW or Lex-
us would have a similar problem at this mile-
age. This is what Long-Term Tests are for—to
see if these things develop. If this is the best
GM can do, then that’s a shame. | also detect
more driveline slop than the last time | drove
the car. If | owned this car, | would not be a
happy camper.”

Richard M. Baron
DESIGN DIRECTOR
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Delivered price $52,290
Total miles/miles since lastreport 50,000/9537
Maintenance coststodate $6875
Repair coststodate $393
Averagempgtodate 15.8
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